
Why War With Iran Would Be a Catastrophe

In the 2003-2011 war with Iraq, we tragically underestimated the costs in human lives and dollars. 5000 American service 
members and 400,000 Iraqis died as a result of the conflict.  https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/politics/wp/2018/03/20/15-years-
after-it-began-the-death-toll-from-the-iraq-war-is-still-murky/?utm_term=.dcdbdee87d96

Over a million Iraqis were displaced and most had no access to clean water and sanitation, leading to increased infant death rates, 
cholera and other diseases.   https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/costs/human/refugees/iraqi

The total outlay including veterans’ medical and other expenses has been estimated to be 2 trillion dollars, which does not include 
interest on the debt incurred in waging this war. https://www.thebalance.com/cost-of-iraq-war-timeline-economic-impact-3306301

Iran is a bigger, more populous country that Iraq. It has a larger global footprint and a larger military than Iraq did. It is in control 
of the Persian Gulf shipping lanes and has a large arsenal of missiles. War with Iran could be far more costly in terms of American 
and Iraqi lives and dollars. It could cause oil shipments from Gulf states to plummet and further destabilize the Middle East. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/05/14/conflict-with-iran-would-not-be-like-iraq-war-itd-be-worse/?
utm_term=.d42cf0ad9c77

It is not clear what is happening behind the scenes with our administration and war preparations. But we do know the stage has 
been set for an accidental or premeditated event by Iran that could trigger a response from the US leading to war e.g. the recent 
attack on a US drone by Iran. WWI, the Gulf of Tonkin and the Cuban missile crisis have taught us that it is too easy to stumble 
into a catastrophic mistake.

Gold Star families who have lost a family member in war recently sent a letter to Congress which pointed out the human costs of 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. They called for an end to bellicose language by the Trump administration and warned against 
actions by the administration that could provoke Iran into doing something that “could be used as a justification for a retaliatory 
strike” by the US. https://m.votevets.org/press/gold-star-families-to-congress-do-your-jobs-on-iran

Repeal the 2001 Authorization for Use of Military Force

Only Congress can erect a roadblock to war. Rep Barb Lee has introduced HR 1274, which would repeal the 2001 Authorization 
for Use of Military Force (AUMF) bill. This bill and a similar bill in 2002 authorized our President to invade Afghanistan and Iraq 
after the 2001 attacks. But instead of limited authorizations, they have been used by our Presidents, Democrat and Republican 
alike, to justify continuing US involvement in armed conflicts around the world.

VoteVets, a liberal veterans group, and Concerned Citizens for America, a conservative veteran’s organization, have united to 
lobby Congress for revocation of the 2001 AUMF bill. https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/16/us/politics/vote-vets-concerned-
veterans-america.html?searchResultPosition=1&utm_campaign=lam&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ak

Ask your elected officials to stop the independent war making powers of the president and return responsibility for declaring war  
to Congress as specified in the US constitution. Ask them to support repeal of the AUMF by cosponsoring:

- Senate bill: SJ Res 13
- House bill: HR 1274 (now part of House Appropriations Bill)

Ask them to cosponsor bills in Congress which would deny funding to a military attack against Iran without the authorization of 
Congress:

- Senate bill: S.3517
- House bill: HR 2354

Contact Madison Area Peace Groups: 
Interfaith Peace Working Group – https://www.interfaithpeacewg.org/
Physicians for Social Responsibility Wisconsin - https://psr-wisconsin.org/
Veterans for Peace – Chapter 25 - http://madisonvfp.org/
Wisconsin Coalition to Ground the Drones – Bonnie or Joy  -  blbb24@att.net   ,   joyfirst5@gmail.com
Wisconsin Network for Peace and Justice and Sustainability - http://www.wnpj.org/
Womens’ International League for Peace and Freedom  - https://wilpf-madison.org/

VIGIL FOR PEACE - Mondays from 12 Noon – 1 pm , Corner of MLK Jr. & Doty St., Madison City-County Bldg.   Join us!  
2019-30-6 rpa
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