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(PLEASE NOTE:  This is a continuation from last week's flier.   This investigation was supported by the Leonard C. 

Goodman Institute for Investigative Reporting.  Alex Kane is a New York-based journalist who focuses on U.S. foreign 
policy in the Middle East.  Nashwa Bawab and Marco Cartolano contributed research and fact-checking.)  Last week's 
flier may be seen at:   WILPF-Madison website  (https://wilpf-madison.org/)     (Greatly excerpted.)

Here’s Exactly Who’s Profiting from the War on Yemen, and how the U.S. could stop weapon sales. 
By Alex Kane    May 20 | June 2019 Issue   In These Times magazine 

U.S. arms merchants, however, have grown rich. Fragments of the bombs were documented by journalists and HRW 
(Human Rights Watch, non-governmental org.) with help from Yemeni Mastaba villigers. An HRW munitions expert 
determined the bombs were 2,000-pound MK-84s, manufactured by General Dynamics. Based in Falls Church, Va., 
General Dynamics is the world’s sixth most profitable arms manufacturer. One of the bombs used a satellite guidance kit from 
Chicago-based Boeing, the world’s second-most profitable weapons company. The other bomb had a Paveway guidance system, 
made by either Raytheon of Waltham, Mass., the third-largest arms company in the world, or Lockheed Martin of Bethesda, 
Md., the world’s top weapons contractor. An In These Times analysis found that in the past decade, the State Department has 
approved at least $30.1 billion in Saudi military contracts for these four companies.  Lockeed Martin declined to comment 
for this story. A spokesman for Boeing said the company follows “guidance from the United States government,” while Raytheon 
replied, “You will need to contact the U.S. government.” General Dynamics did not respond to inquiries. The State Department 
declined to comment on the record.

The weapons contractors are correct on one point: They’re working hand-in-glove with the State Department. By law, 
the department’s Bureau of Political-Military Affairs must approve any arms sales by U.S. companies to foreign governments. 
U.S. law also prohibits sales to countries that indiscriminately kill civilians, as the Saudi-led military coalition bombing Yemen 
did in the Mastaba strike and many other documented cases. But ending sales to Saudi Arabia would cost the U.S. arms 
industry its biggest global customer, and to do so, Congress must cross an industry that pours millions into the 
campaigns of lawmakers of both parties. 

THE CIVILIAN DEATH TOLL:  (Excerpted.) Saudi coalition spokesperson Gen. Ahmed al-Assiri told the press that 
the Mastaba market bombing targeted a gathering of Houthi fighters. But because the attack was indiscriminate, in that it hit 
both civilians and a military target, and disproportionate, in that the 97 civilian deaths would outweigh any expected military 
advantage, HRW charged that the missile strikes violated international law.  According to an In These Times analysis of reports 
by HRW and the Yemeni group Mwatana for Human Rights, the Saudi-led coalition (including the United Arab Emirates 
[UAE], a Saudi ally that is also bombing Yemen) has used U.S. weapons to kill at least 434 people and injure at least 1,004 in 
attacks that overwhelmingly include civilians and civilian targets.  (Excerpt.)  “When a country uses U.S.-origin weapons for 
other than legitimate self-defense purposes, the administration must suspend further sales, unless it issues a certification 
to Congress that there’s an overwhelming national security need,” says Brittany Benowitz, a former defense adviser for 
former Sen. Russ Feingold (D-Wis.). “The Trump administration has not done that.”

A HUNDRED-BILLION-DOLLAR CLIENT  (Excerpted.)  Over the past decade, Saudi Arabia has ordered U.S.-
made offensive weapons, surveillance equipment, transportation, parts and training valued at $109.3 billion, according to an In 
These Times analysis of Pentagon announcements, contracts announced on defense industry websites and arms transfers 
documented by the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute. That arsenal is now being deployed against Yemen.

Saudi Arabia’s precision-guided munitions are responsible for the vast majority of deaths documented by human rights 



groups. In These Times found that, since 2009, Saudi Arabia has ordered more than 27,000 missiles worth at least $1.8 billion 
from Raytheon alone, plus 6,000 guided bombs from Boeing (worth about $332 million) and 1,300 cluster munitions from 
Rhode Island-based Textron (worth about $641 million).  About $650 million of those Raytheon orders and an estimated 
$103 million of the Boeing orders came after the Saudi war in Yemen began.  Without these ongoing American-origin 
weapons transfers, the Saudi coalition’s ability to prosecute its war would wither. “We can stop providing munitions, 
and they could run out of munitions, and then it would be impossible to keep the war going,” says Jonathan Caverley, 
associate professor at the U.S. Naval War College and a research scientist at M.I.T.  The warplanes the United States 
delivers also need steady upkeep. Since the war began, the Saudis have struck deals worth $5.5 billion with war contractors for 
weapons maintenance, support and training.  “The Saudi military has a very sophisticated, high-tech, capital-intensive military 
that requires almost constant customer service,” Caverley says. “And so most of the planes would be grounded if Lockheed 
Martin or Boeing turn off the help line.”

“JUST A PILIING UP OF STUFF  (Excerpted.)  With the Saudi invasion of Yemen in 2015, the U.S.-Saudi arms 
pipeline became deadly. Despite reports that U.S. bombs were killing civilians, the Obama administration’s support for the 
Saudi war drew only muted criticism in Washington.  “It was Obama’s war, and there was a lot of reluctance in Congress to 
take this on, particularly among Democrats,” says Shireen Al-Adeimi, a Yemeni American activist and professor at 
Michigan State University. Still, advocates with groups like Win Without War, Just Foreign Policy and the Yemen Peace 
Project worked to raise public awareness of the war’s horrors, lobbying Congress and the White House.

In May 2016, Obama canceled the delivery of 400 Textron cluster bombs to Saudi Arabia. In December 2016, two 
months after a Saudi airstrike hit a funeral hall and killed more than 100 people in the Yemeni capital of Sanaa, he halted the 
sale of 16,000 precision guided bombs from Raytheon, a deal worth $350 million. Those two decisions accounted for only a 
fraction of overall arms sales to the Saudis, and the flow of most weapons continued unchecked.

When Trump took office in January 2017, he made it a priority to strengthen the U.S.-Saudi relationship, which had 
taken a hit after Obama’s nuclear deal with Iran. As part of that bid, Trump reversed Obama’s decision to halt the $350 
million Raytheon order.  Trump’s first overseas visit, in May 2017, was to Saudi Arabia, a jaunt to strengthen the alliance 
against Iran and get Saudi Arabia to sign on to Trump’s plans for an Israeli-Palestinian peace deal. During that visit, the United 
States agreed to sell Saudi Arabia $110 billion in American weapons, with an option for a total of $350 billion over the next 
decade.  Trump boasted his deals would bring 500,000 jobs to the United States, but his own State Department put the figure at 
tens of thousands.

On May 20, 2017, Trump and King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud presided over Boeing’s and Raytheon’s signings 
of Memorandums of Agreement with Saudi Arabia for future business. Raytheon used the opportunity to open a new division, 
Raytheon Saudi Arabia. “This strategic partnership is the next step in our over 50-year relationship in the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia,” Raytheon CEO Thomas A. Kennedy told shareholders. “Together, we can help build world-class defense and cyber 
capabilities.”  The ink was barely dry before $500 million of the deal was threatened by a bill, introduced by Sen. Rand Paul 
(R-Ky.) in May 2017, to block the sale of bombs to Saudi Arabia. In response, Boeing and Raytheon hired lobbying firms to 
make their case.  (Excerpted.)

CONGRESS WAKES UP  Excp. “The bottom line is: We know for a fact that they’re bombing school buses, bombing 
weddings, bombing funerals, and innocent people are being murdered,” McGovern told In These Times. “The question now is: 
Are we going to just issue a press release and say, ‘We’re horrified,’ or is there going to be a consequence?”  McGovern says 
that if a measure like his is not passed, “other authoritarian regimes around the world will say, ‘Hey, we can do whatever the 
hell we want.’”  To pass such bills, Congress members will have to muscle past the arms industry. In Lockheed Martin’s 2018 
annual report, the company warned, “Discussions in Congress may result in sanctions on the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.” For 
Jehan Hakim of the Yemeni Alliance Committee, the ongoing war comes down to the influence of money in Washington.

“We talk to family back home [in Yemen] and the question they ask is, ‘Why? Why 
is the U.S. supporting the Saudi coalition?’” Hakim says. “Profiteering is 
put before the lives of humans.”  The war in Yemen has been particularly lucrative for 
Ge  neral Dynamics, Boeing and Raytheon, who have 

received hundreds of millions of dollars in Saudi weapons deals. 
All three corporations have highlighted business with Saudi 

Arabia.  The war in   Yemen has been particularly 
lucrative for General Dynamics, Boeing and 

Raytheon , which have received hundreds of millions of dollars in Saudi 
weapons deals. All three corporations have highlighted business 

with Saudi Arabia in their reports  reports to shareholders. Since the 
war began in March 2015, General Dynamics’ stock price has 
risen from about $135 to $169 per share, Raytheon’s from about 

$108 to more than $180, and Boeing’s from about $150 to $360. “NO MORE WAR!”


