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The time in between 

What do we do during the time between meetings, confer-

ences, book circles and sponsored events?  Some may think 

it’s a time to rest, but I like to review decisions and resolu-

tions we have made, honor inspirations, author’s insights 

and collaborations.  I am wondering if this isn’t the most 

productive time to BE AND DO WILPF:  the time in be-

tween gatherings.  That is when we may share materials we 

gathered with others, write something like a letter to our 

representatives, read for the next circle, renew our energies 

and commitments to our priorities.  It’s germination time.   

 

What inspirations and sources do you regularly rely on you 

would like to share with others?   Thanks to our member 

JUDY KLEHR, who is always finding relevant and im-

portant information that connects the national, global and 

local and freely sharing it, I want to start a new curated 

newsletter column for these tidbits of insight so we can all 

benefit from them and I will start with links to the Memory 

Project exhibited on the UW Campus r ight now.  You 

still have time to see this amazing art instillation through 

November 19th..  I was totally mesmerized by the faces of 

these Syrian refugee children.  To encourage you, I share 

part of the description from the Ruth Davis Design Gallery 

page:  “Imagine what’s like to be a child living in bombed 

and burned out ruins without any of life’s basic essentials 

like running water, heat, electricity, and emergency 

healthcare? Instead of the comforting routine of schooling 

and outdoor play you were subject to daily outbursts of 

crossfire, random air raids, and the threat of chemical 

weapons attack? How would you cope as an adult, much 

less as a child? How would your development, self-worth, 

and well-being fare?” 

[https://sohe.wisc.edu/research-development/centers-of-

excellence/cdmc/design-gallery/2017-18/memory-project/]  

 

Peace, Protest and Policy 

I am still thinking about the Chicago WILPF triennial con-

gress panel presentation this summer that connected these 

“THREE Ps” We have another opportunity to honor and 

thank one of our long time motivators and panelists from 

this summer when Kathy Kelly returns to Madison Novem-

ber 9th.  Let’s listen, be inspired and share her overview of 

budgetary priorities with our elected officials.  They must 

not have heard that TRILLIONS have not and will not 

make us safer. 
  

  Make Peace a Priority in every interaction!   

  ~ Karen Pope  kosbornepope@gmail.com 
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GATHER THE WOMEN 

November 14 is a continuation of the themes of 

the importance of PLACE and RELATIONSHIPS 

presented in August by our speakers Betty and 

Jeanne from the Family Resource Center.  How do 

we value and extend the care of our families to the 

creatures and the sacred earth we share in common 

and which gives all of us life?   Please make 

your reservations TODAY to hear Juliee de 

la Terra  at our quarterly breakfast gathering 

NOVEMBER14th at 

Threshold, 2717 Atwood 

Ave, 8 am.   

Juliee de la Terre, direc-
tor of the Sacred Water 
Sacred Land Institute in 
western Wisconsin, will 
share her insights and 
open our conversation on 
the theme  
Water is Life. 

How can we work toward a right relationship 
with our shared commons?  How can  we help 
in this work to protect sacred waters and lands? 

Juliee works with the Community Environmental 
Legal Defense Fund (CELDF), Earth Law Cen-
ter, communities and tribes throughout the 
Great Lakes. She sees two world views: One 
that honors all living systems and the other that 
glorifies endless monetary gain/exploitation with 
its underpinning in patriarchy. 
 

Her comments will bring together work here in 

Wisconsin and beyond  to end toxic mining that 

threatens us all. You may wish to add in! We 

want to hear about every avenue toward water 

protection, from all our activist friends. 

Gather the Women quarterly breakfasts pro-

vide a networking and collaboration space for 

women activists from many circles.  Our speakers 

take @ 20 minutes on topic then invite the larger 

group into conversation for a half hour of discus-

sion. Limited seating!  

RESERVE NOW / pay at breakfast ($12.) 

freisssusan@gmail.com     608-846-5217   

https://www.democracyconvention.org/conference/speaker/juliee-de-la-terre


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet our new branch  

intern REBECCA NEAL 

Hi, my name is Becca and I will be working 

with WILPF as an intern for this academic 

year!  

I grew up in Indiana but moved to Madison 

in 2013,and recently graduated from UW in 

May with majors in Anthropology and Reli-

gious Studies, and a certificate in African 

Cultural Studies.  

I’m currently working in low-income and 

emergency housing at the YWCA, Domestic Abuse Intervention 

Services, and with the Salvation Army, and I hope to eventually 

expand my area of expertise to immigration and refugee assistance 

as well. 

When I’m not running around for work (and now WILPF!!) you 

can find me digging in my vegetable garden, with my cat Sheldon, 

or cooking spicy food.  I will mainly be working with Susan Freiss, 

but I look forward to meeting more of WILPF Madison members as 

I go!  (editor’s note:  Rebecca joined WILPF! ;-) 

—————————————————————————- 

Update:  Open Doors for Refugees is asking for monetary 

donations in lieu of boxes of items.  Madison WILPF will make an end 

of the year donation to Open Doors for Refugees.  Please consider donating 

at a book circle or monthly meeting. You can read their newsletters and 

find other ways to help at http://www.opendoorsforrefugees.org/ 

What can we do for Peace?    
  ~ Author Caren Stelson 

Ongoing expenses ~ can you help? 

 

Maybe the absolute last thing you want to do is at-

tend another meeting but you want to support the 

work of Madison WILPF.  We have ongoing expens-

es for our WEB space and for our OFFICE space at 

the new WNPJ office for our Intern. We have rental 

expenses for the GATHER THE WOMEN break-

fasts.  It would be a real gift if you could pledge a bit 

each month or give a one-time gift to help us with 

these.  If you have questions, ask for details from 

ELEANOR, our trusty and dedicated Treasurer.   

whiteea@inxpress.net or 608 345 5828   

Madison WILPF joined with Wisconsin Physicians for Social 

Responsibility in hosting Caren Stelson for  two days in 

Madison on August 9 and 10. (August 9, 2017 was the 72nd 

anniversary of the bombing of Nagasaki. The NY Times head-

lines for that day reported D. Trump’s threat to North Korea for 

“Fire and Fury Like the World Has Never Seen”.) During her 

stay: 

 Caren and Dr. Monica Vohmann addressed sixteen 2nd 

year family medicine resident doctors on the medical 

implications and needed response to nuclear catastro-

phe, whether attack or accident. They shifted from key 

narratives about Sachiko's family members that told the 

story of each of the body’s responses to nuclear expo-

sure via each family member’s experience with medical 

details. 

 

 Caren gave the keynote address at Lanterns for Peace, a 

commemorative gathering of 150 people on Madison’s 

Tenney Park Lagoon honoring those who suffered from 

the atom bombs over Hiroshima and Nagasaki and call-

ing for ‘never again.’ 

 

 Caren presented a book talk under the umbrella of the 

Wisconsin Book Festival in the Madison Central Li-

brary the morning of the 10th. The event had been cho-

sen as a pick of the week by the Capital Times. 45 were 

in attendance. 

  ~ Susan Freiss    freisssusan@gmail.com  

122 nations heed the lessons from  

SACHIKO’s story 

 

These are the words of Caren Stelson author of the 

2017 winning title for the Jane Addams Children's 

Book Award for Older Readers,  

Sachiko:  A Nagasaki Bomb Survivor's Story.  

 

In Caren's acceptance of the award at UN Plaza in 

NYC on October 20 this year she said: 

 

‘Jane Addams, the mother of social work, first president 
of the Women’s International League for Peace and 
Freedom, and 1931 recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize is 
credited with this quotation: “True peace is not merely the 
absence of war. It is the presence of justice.” And if that 
is the definition of peace then as many of us have said, 
then we are far from it! There is no doubt that we are 
living in a difficult, troubling time. If you have been paying 
attention to the hot rhetoric of nuclear war coming from 
Pyongyang and Washington D.C. you know this war of 
words is alarming. Knowing Sachiko’s story makes this 
war of words even more frightening. But there is ray of 
hope. Just this month the International Campaign to 
Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) won the Nobel Peace 
Prize. The committee recognized ICAN’s role in achiev-
ing the first ever legally binding treaty prohibiting nuclear 
weapons and signed this year on July 17 by 122 coun-
tries just across the street at the U.N. I applaud the work 
of ICAN. I also applaud the work the Women’s Interna-
tional League for Peace and Freedom members of the 
steering committee; they deserve an award too!’ 
 



 LOOKING FORWARD 

Next year we expect to again be working with the CO-

LOMBIA SUPPORT NETWORK and we will fur ther  

discuss their exciting proposal below at our Nov/Dec 

meetings and hope to make this a year WATER is recog-

nized as more valuable than metals. 

Do you see a role here that you could play? We expect we 

will need to develop multi-media, conduct research, com-

pile graphic arts, contact possible audiences? 

TRILLIONS FOR WARS AND WEAPONS  

 

 

Following up on WOMEN MARCH TO BAN THE 

BOMB, an event wor ldwide to call for  nuclear  dis-

armament for which WILPF, PSR WI and Nukewatch 

presented at the MREA fair, WILPF MADISON and PSR 

WI recently met with staff of Senator Tammy Baldwin to 

discuss the connections between nuclear disarmament, 

nuclear power and public policy.  We look forward to a 

full report in the next WILPF newsletter or you may con-

tact Mary Sanderson mhsanderson@hotmail.com , who 

attended WITH HER INFANT GRANDSON GRANT for 

special emphasis on behalf of WILPF.   

  Why else do we do this work? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Madison’s Truax Field is one of five Air Force 

Bases being considered to house the new F-35 

stealth bombers. Two bases will be chosen. The Envi-

ronmental Impact Statement will be developed in the 

course of 2018, starting with a “Scoping Meeting” on 

January 11 for public input.  Watch for time and place 

announcement.    

 

Madison WILPF views stealth bombers as immoral.  We 

abhor spending money on things that destroy habitat and 

lives.  It’s painful to foresee the trauma and hatred that 

will result from using these costly, ridiculous  weapons. 

 

As part of Madison’s ad hoc resistance, we communicat-

ed this distress to Sen. Baldwin through her regional 

staffer, Flora Csontos on October 10. Barbara Smith 

noted that no jobs benefit has been claimed for having 

the F-35s here.  Harry Richardson argued that bombing 

campaigns are obsolete in the era of cyber and guerrilla 

warfare. Bonnie Block made the case that our military 

strategies effectively choke off possible futures that we 

want for the grandchildren.   

 

Ed Blume and Mary Sanderson spoke to the public 

health, economic and noise levels problems of the F-

35s .  They are four times as loud as the F-16s currently 

flying in and out of Truax.  In Winooski VT the F-35s 

made an entire neighborhood unlivable. Some 200 fami-

lies were displaced; their homes completely devalued 

and razed.   

 

Much more than a nuisance, several studies concur that 

loud airplanes contribute to anxiety, stress, hearing loss 

and learning disorders.   School children are especially 

vulnerable.  Learning is effectively blocked by physical 

stress mechanisms when students are surprised by such 

noises. 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

WILPF and ‘No F-35s in Madison’ ask everyone to write 

responses to the ongoing promo campaign in our local 

papers.   

All are welcome to join our efforts to reveal the harms of 

these planes. Call Barb  (608) 512-9658 for updates.   

See  www.stopthef35.com for excellent coverage.  

  ~ Mary Sanderson   
  mhsanderson@hotmail.com  

 

http://www.stopthef35.com/


WILPF Calendar & Events 

Monday Noon Vigils for Peace  

 Every Monday Corner of Doty & MLK Jr Dr.  Madison    .   .   .   Info:  846-7924   mbspeace1@charter.net 

1st THURSDAYS  6:30—8:00  WILPF PEACE & JUSTICE Book Circle (every month first Thursday) 

Goodman So Madison Library, 2222 S Park St   Madison       .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  Info:  608 467-2637 

LOCATION CHANGE FOR DECEMBER 7!!  SEQUOYA Library 4340 Tokay Blvd  We will read and discuss Amy Goldstein’s 

Janesville for our December conversation at 6:30 pm  

 

MOST 2nd Wednesdays 6:30 - 8:00     Madison WILPF Planning Meetings (every month 2nd Wednesday) 

 Barriques  2166 Atwood Ave, Madison, WI 53704  Madison   .    .    . .    .    .    .    .    .  .   . Info:  608 467-2637 

 

SAVE THE DATE!!   

November 9 Kathy Kelly speaks on military spending, Edgewood College 7 pm   WILPF cosponsors 

November 14 GATHER THE WOMEN breakfast and conversation (see page 1) 

December 13th WILPF annual meeting– come and discuss plans for the coming year starting at 6 pm 

 

Check our WILPF Madison Website and Facebook pages  frequently for many co-sponsored community events, 

calendar and book circle UPDATES : http://www.wilpf-madison.org 

Renew locally or contact us about Subscription & Mailing:  

Eleanor   608 345 5828  whiteea@inxpress.net  

Editor : K Pope    Send items for next NEWS: 

   kosbornepope@gmail.com 

WILPF Combined Midwest Newsletter 

PO Box 3392    Madison WI  53704 
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