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Holding Dolores Grengg in the light 
 
This column honors long-time activist and Madison WILPF 
co-president Dolores Grengg.  Mary Sanderson, friend and 
colleague, writes:   
 

Dolores Grengg passed away July 27, 2016 at home. 

Madison WILPF salutes her decades of activism. We 
miss her help and insights. 

Dolores was a pillar of Madison WILPF from the mid 
60’s until her stroke in 2010. She wrote legislative 

alerts for the newsletter and remembered running 

off the newsletters on a mimeograph. She wrote 
fine letters to elected officials and to newspa-

pers, but her tenacity on the phone was legendary.  
Dolores served on city planning committees for over 

two years — so the Lisa Link Peace Park on State 

St is a fitting memorial to our dear, wise friend and 
past president of Madison WILPF.   Her insistence 

that the park must not shut out homeless people put 
her nose to nose with downtown merchants. 

Joann Elder says she “was so well organized, she 
kept the rest of us on our organizational toes! She 

kept in touch with National WILPF and made trips to 

Washington DC for WILPF national confer-
ences.”   Dolores served on the WILPF National 

Board in the early 1970s, and she served as Madi-
son Branch Co-Chair from 2000 to 2010.  

She was WILPF’s liaison with the excellent Madison-

based  human rights organization The Colombia 
Support Network and was able to stay active with 

CSN until she passed. 
Always gracious and ready for a laugh, my best 

memories of Dolores are the policy discussions she 

and Lea often had at our planning meetings.  They 
both articulated strong in-

formed, persuasive and well 
educated views, and the rest 

of us got informed.   
 

Dolores would have been de-

lighted with our upcoming 
special WILPF PEACE AND 

JUSTICE BOOK CIRCLE event 
on September 1 at the Good-

man South Library, where lo-

cal scholars, authors and ac-
tivists Doug Bradley and Craig  

Werner will present; including music from their re-
cent book WE GOTTA GET OUT OF THIS PLACE:  THE 

S O U N D T R A C K  O F  T H E  V I E T N A M  W A R .    
(next column) 
 

The President’s Corner  

 

 

 

Memorials may be sent to Colombia Support 

Network (CSN) PO Box 1550, Madison 53701, 

or to Madison WILPF  

(see side bar for mailing address). 

———————————————————— 

*  COMING UP *   

Madison WILPF will participate in and co-
sponsor  the September 18—25 Campaign 
Nonviolence Week of Actions  Watch this 
space and our  WILPF WEBPAGE for details as 
they are added!!  So far the DRAFT schedule 
looks like this: 
Monday 9/19:  Special Monday noon vigil for 
Peace — flyer and actions 
Potluck kickoff 
Tuesday 9/20  Medea Benjamin, CODEPINK CO
-FOUNDER, will be in the community pro-
moting her new book Kingdom of the Unjust.  
We plan meals, interviews and an evening 
wrap up discussion and author presentation at 
the downtown Madison Public Library. 
Thursday 9/22  Meet with staff at the offices of 
Tammy Baldwin and Mark Pocan 
Tuesday 9/27  Monthly anti-killer drone vigil, 
Volk Field (carpooling available) 
 
More details will be posted soon as  available. 

Dolores Grengg, antiwar demonstration, 1965 



not take a neutral stand, that we either countered 
the status quo or we contributed to its continuation. 
We began our collective social justice learning pro-
cess. 
 

But this week’s culminating morning with its toll of 
deaths went far beyond our initial unearthed convic-
tions about inequity and injustice and our tentative 
taking on of the responsibility of recognizing white 
privilege. Yes, now the killing of police had begun. 
That morning we only knew the killer in Dallas was 
himself destroyed by a robotic bomb. Only later, did 
we learn that the killer was a military vet with mental 
health challenges and that he would not be the last 
of his kind. The political aspersions about the Dallas 
killings had not yet been fully cast Friday morning, 
though they ran freely that summer and one could 
only brace for the anticipated round of hatred and 
blame.   
 

On my way in, I met up with Joe. He’d been up since 
4:30 remembering and writing about the time a stu-
dent threatened his life. Iator, Hispanic dual lan-
guage high school world history teacher, started our 
morning with barbed quips sprinkled through his 
morning log. Write about the last time you were 
stopped by the police for a minor traffic infraction 
and were shot dead. Write out a dialogue with a ru-
ral congressman or woman about a time when offer-
ing thoughts and prayers effectively stopped auto-
matic assault weapons killing people. Joe and Iator, 
along with me, were among the ones who had heard 
the news last night or that morning. But then there 
was the half of the group who had not heard yet. 
How to begin a day of sharing of writing and reflect-
ing on the teaching of writing? 

 

As a facilitator of the group, I was stopped—put on 
pause—frozen in motion though hardly numb; just 
plain stopped. We could not jump into sharing the 
writing we’d prepared, responding with questions to 
clarify and learn more from the author.  No, we had 
to stop. I recounted what had occurred in Dallas the 
night before as best I was able. Must have done 
okay, because when I asked for anyone to chime in 
if I missed or misrepresented anything there was 
silence. Tears from a few. The silence of helpless-
ness. The silence of false security torn. The silence 
of teachers asking what can I/we do and finding nei-
ther answer or words to clothe the missing an-
swer.  The silence of emotion...anger, sadness, 
deeply disturbed. 
 

Tears amidst my words when after a while I said, 
“The fear that police now feel, the disquiet of vio-
lence we are feeling is the ongoing painful experi-
ence of many, many people of color and has been 
their whole lives and for generations back.” 

The Middle East Issues Committee examines the role of U.S. policy in the 

dynamics of current Middle East conflicts, specifically the Israel-Palestine 

conflict. It educates communities to policy dimensions seldom discussed 

regarding Palestine and Israel, and movement toward a nuclear-free Middle 

East.  What economic interests underlie the power struggles in the region? 

What U.S. policy changes will diminish violence and promote justice? The 

Middle East Committee works to bridge gaps, to engage diverse groups in 

developing a women's vision for U.S. foreign policy, and to join women in 

the region to claim the promise of U.N. Security Council Resolution 1325 

that women's active participa-

tion can bring peaceful, dem-

ocratic resolution to conflicts.  

Copies of the HAMAS book-

let are now available, and the 

Madison WILPF branch has 

2; let Karen know if you want 

one for $5. 

To learn more:   

 
Odile Hugonot Haber: odilehh@gmail.com  or  

Barbara Taft: beejayssite@yahoo.com, (480) 380 6325 
 

The Morning After Dallas 

 
Friday morning of that week in July 2016 when two 
unarmed black men were killed by police, one in Ba-
ton Rouge and the other in St. Paul, and then five 
police were killed by a sniper in Dallas, I was subur-
ban middle school bound absorbing the morning’s 
news from NPR. News of Orlando’s mass shooting at 
the Pulse gay nightclub was still only weeks old. In 
the middle school library, past the signs for summer 
school, a janitor fixing the milk cooler, and another 
waxing the locker room halls was a cohort of eleven 
teachers in the midst of a summer Writing Project 
Institute, working to prepare for year long teacher re-
search. 
 

We were a group of primarily white teachers from ur-
ban and suburban schools. Among our students were 
extraordinarily privileged college bound youth as well 
as undocumented immigrants working two jobs while 
finishing high school. Some of us worked in schools 
where our greatest concern was backing up grades 
when parents complained the grades were not high 
enough and others of us worked in schools where 
police presence in the hallways and high student ab-
senteeism were daily challenges. We began a con-
versation earlier in the week about understanding 
how white privilege pervades our perspectives as 
teachers as well as coloring the experience of our 
students when they share that privilege  We began to 
grapple with knowing wherever we taught we could 

WILPF ISSUES WILPF ISSUES WILPF ISSUES WILPF ISSUES  
Middle East Issues Committee 



 

. 
 

From page 2 
 
How did we come back to words? How did we 
regroup and head into our day of writing? 
Haltingly with more silence than words as 
each found their way to speak.  Personal 
statements of what we do with our students, 
the honoring of each individual human being 
each day, the healthy communities we strug-
gle to nurture, the relationships we build and 
maintain, the alternative understanding of his-
tory and society we introduce, the dialogues 
we encourage. Questions: But what if my dis-
trict is a place where families come to avoid 
having their children in school with children of 
color? I insist on deep respect in my class-
room, but what about the rest of their day? 
Answers: Whatever you do can make a differ-
ence. They will know what is possible be-
cause of you. How can we not try? 

 

And so we found our way---respecting each 
other, feeling pain, taking time to let what mat-
tered surface and coalesce. Respect, relation-
ship, community, and voice.  We were able to 
turn our heartfelt attention to each other’s writ-
ing and continue the process of reflection and 
planning for a new year of teaching ahead. 
 
 
 ~ Susan Freiss  freisssusan@gmail.com  

 
 

 

 

This original essay is by long-time  Madison WILPF member 

and recently retired educator Susan Freiss, who, in her semi-

retirement, is working with and taking a leadership role in 

three ongoing educational projects,:  the Jane Addams Chil-

dren's Book Awards, the Greater Madison Writing Project 

and the Wisconsin Center for Academically Talent Youth.  

She wrote this reflection  after the Dallas police shootings. 

Just a reminder that our US WILPF publication 

Peace & Freedom has wonderful articles and 

inspirations!  Worth becoming a member! 

 

ONEWILPF Conference call August 18, 2016 

 

ONEWILPF was created  in response to re-

quests for more opportunities for branch mem-

bers, branch representatives and at-large mem-

bers to connect, to begin dialogues that can lead 

to sharing resources and creative solutions to 

improve communication, and to help plan na-

tional, regional, state and local gatherings and 

solidarity actions.  

 

I finally had time to participate in a call.  I think 

they are a really great vehicle to connect dispar-

ate geographies  The idea is to have a call every 

few months with the same structure:  small 

group introductions, a presentation by one of 

the activists, announcements and a return to one 

of the small group interest areas.  It’s all done 

via skype or some online audio program of your 

choice and it’s not at all intimidating:  you can 

listen or participate as you wish.  I enjoyed lis-

tening to Nancy Price talk about the work of the 

Earth Democracy team; of course they need 

more people to join this important committee. 

 

There were several announcements about the 

upcoming World Social Forum.  Robin Lloyd, 

long time WILPF US activist, announced about 

the African ‘women and land’ initiative.  A few 

women will climb MT Kilimanjaro (I believe 

she said) and unfurl a banner about this issue.   
 
Stay tuned for more!  Be in touch with national 

WILPF and follow the E-alerts to find out about 

the next call.         ~ Karen Pope 

 



WILPF Calendar & Events 

Monday Vigils for Peace at Noon 

 Every Monday Corner of Doty & MLK Jr Dr.  Madison    .   .   .   Info:  846-7924   mbspeace1@charter.net 

1st THURSDAYS  6:30—8:00  WILPF PEACE & JUSTICE Book Circle (every month first Thursday) 

Goodman So Madison Library, 2222 S Park St   Madison       .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  Info:  608 467-2637 

Sept 1:   We Gotta Get Out of this Place:  the Sound Track of the Vietnam War 

Oct 6:   Black Faces, White Spaces  and No Crystal Stair  (2 books) 

Nov 3:  Democracy Now!  Twenty Years Covering the Movements Changing America 

Dec 1:  People Get Ready:  The Fight Against a Jobless Economy and a Citizenless Democracy 

PLEASE NOTE:  Location for DEC 1  CHANGE—Madison Central Library.  Author John Nichols will be with us!! 

 

MOST 2nd Wednesdays 6:30 - 8:00     Madison WILPF Planning Meetings (every month 2nd Wednesday) 

 Barriques  2166 Atwood Ave, Madison, WI 53704  Madison   .    .    . .    .    .    .    .    .  .   . Info:  608 467-2637 

 

 

 

Calendar and book circle UPDATES : http://www.wilpf-madison.org 

Renew locally or contact us about Subscription & Mailing:  

Eleanor   608 345 5828  whiteea@inxpress.net  

Editor : K Pope    Send items for next NEWS: 

   kosbornepope@gmail.com 

WILPF Combined Midwest Newsletter 

PO Box 3392    Madison WI  53704 

Address Correction Requested 

 

   


